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level. So does Werger. She points to a delicate silver neck chain of

interlocking loops. “Tomato cells,” she states. She uses an ancient,
Etruscan jewelry technique in which she makes each link individually and
then, instead of soldering it to itself, she fuses each link and, link-by-link,
constructs the chain. She likes this process, she says, because it allows
her “to work in a really luscious material in a very slow way.” Werger
generally disguises the clasps so they become part of the design. She likes
versatility in her jewelry, wanting to include the wearer in the design —
or the functionality — of the piece. She demonstrates: “This is the way

it packs the wallop, with the pendant on there. But when you take the
pendant off,” she slips it off, “you get a neck ring.”

While the majority of Werger’s business currently comes from her
jewelry, her first loves were vessels and tableware. Because they are time
intensive to create, however, they are expensive and can take a long
time to find homes. Also, she notes that our grab-and-go, microwave-
dependent culture, does not lend itself to handmade metal tableware. “It
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